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DECLARACIÓN of MORELIA
1st Latin American Migrant Community Summit
Morelia, Michoacán, México. May 13, 2007

We, the organizations who have convened the First Latin American Migrant Community Summit, and who are meeting here in Morelia, Michoacán, Mexico from May 10-13, 2007, take this opportunity to express our full satisfaction with the results of this four-day collaboration.  We are particularly pleased with the level of participation of representatives of Latin American migrant organizations from many places of origin, as well as many countries of transit and destination, both in the global North as well as within the region.  Although the majority of the organizations whose representatives have come together at this Summit do not share a long history of working together, the spirit that has prevailed over the past four days is one of fellowship and solidarity. 
We are also delighted by the presence of representatives of migrant organizations originating from Africa, with whom we share a history of colonial oppression, and with whom we share the same concerns, the same hopes and the same conviction that we must struggle together to eradicate poverty and to promote equitable and sustainable development in our countries of origin and the full respect of migrants’ rights.  

We believe that the 1st Latin American Migrant Community Summit has already made an important contribution to the process of shared learning and to building coordinated spaces where migrant organizations can work together and in collaboration with a diverse set of civil society actors in countries of origin, transit and destination in Latin America and around the world.  This Summit has reaffirmed that we are united by a very similar set of aspirations and values.
We consider that the participation of government officials in the many spaces of deliberation during this 1st Summit constitutes a positive step in that it has allowed us to take modest steps toward a much larger democratic effort to enable our legislators and other public servants to be increasingly capable of responding to the needs and demands of organized migrant communities, as part of an emerging transnational civil society. The presence of legislators from different countries inspires us to continue to insist that national governments take up and implement the responsibilities that they have under different international conventions such a the International Convention on the Rights of Migrant Workers and their Families. 
The many spaces for dialogue and shared learning that took place over the past four days reaffirm the rich diversity of opinions that characterize our communities, as well as the variety of angles that we can take in terms of articulating proposals for the challenges and opportunities presented by migrations. Precisely because we recognize and value our heterogeneity and diversity of opinions, we decided not to present a declaration that might superficially suggest a consensus about the conclusions of this 1st Summit.  We recognize the many calls to action, recommendations, and concrete proposals that have emanated from the roundtables and workshops carried out over the past four days, as well as the documents produced in the multiple consultations and “Pre-Summits” as valuable tools that will inform the future work of many of the participants in this 1st Summit. 
As members of the organizing committee of this 1st Summit, we have participated actively in every aspect of the work over the past four days.  After analyzing our impressions, we are reaffirmed in our belief that: 
· The dominant model of economic globalization under which we have lived for the last quarter century has failed to elevate community well-being and has resulted in patterns of cultural, social, political and economic exclusion. We must urgently seek alternatives.  The structural patterns of poverty and unequal wealth distribution are compounded by civil conflicts and violence, as well as natural disasters, which are occurring with increasing frequency.  The confluence of these factors constitutes the root causes of the large migration flows that we see in Latin America and around the world today.  In addition to these factors, the pattern of increasing economic inequality in destination countries has become yet another motive for attacks against migrant communities.  It is convenient for anti-immigrant political forces to blame foreigners for the ills of globalization.
· The lives of migrants are systematically threatened by the constant efforts to strip us of our humanity. Based on the premise that immigrants are a threat to society, we see increasing anti-immigrant rhetoric and efforts to adopt laws that seek to criminalize the presence of immigrants or build walls on borders to keep us out.  This leads us to conclude that immigrant organizations must lend all their strength and creativity to the struggle for recognition that migrants are human beings, endowed with certain inalienable, internationally recognized rights.
· As a consequence of the obsolete and unjust migration laws currently in place in countries of origin, transit and destination, migration has come to have multiple negative social impacts, including the involuntary fragmentation of the family unit, with all of its multiple implications.  Migrants also suffer many attacks against their dignity, including death, sometimes at the very hands of those in charge of public security or border patrols. Regrettably, there is an enormous lack of public policy responses to address these challenges.

· Realizing the potential for transnational organizing that migrant communities, in all their diverse expressions, have to offer must be our highest priority and one that we work on constantly.  Only by increasing our ability to organize and work together will be able to influence the processes of decision-making across the spectrum of issues that impact our lives.  Such organization must deepen and make creative use of alliances so that immigrant communities can continue to advance our shared interests in an ever-more effective manner.
The International Organizing Committee, in light of the conclusions reached in all the different spaces for deliberation during the past four days, remains committed to continue serving as a space for coordination of the concrete ways in which the organizations that have participated in this effort to date can follow up on the many tasks that we have all identified during this 1st Summit.  We have full confidence that other organizations who may join this Committee in the future will bring the same level of commitment. In each local and national space where organized Latin American communities are present, we will look for ways to spread the word about the results of the Summit.  In particular, we will work together to assure that Legislative bodies or national Congresses receive the results of our deliberations in this 1st Summit as soon as possible. 
We recognize that many of the issues and follow-up tasks identified in this meeting will require us to change public opinion in countries of origin, transit and destination, with the goal of systematically overcoming the many myths about migrants and migrations. We also recognize that in addition to strengthening our own organizational capacity, we must urgently strengthen our relationships with multiple political, economic and social sectors in the different areas that are impacted by migrations.  In particular, it is urgent that we reach out to societies in destination countries so that we can count on their support and solidarity.
We recognize as well, there are multiple national and international policy spaces where we must seek public policy changes that can enable migration, in all its multiple effects, to strengthen equitable and sustainable human and economic development in origin, transit and destination societies. At the end of the day, the policy changes we seek will be brought about through the many levels and branches of national governments that are impacted by migrations as well as multi-lateral public entities, both political and financial. The organizational members of the International Organizing Committee commit ourselves to seeking an increased level of influence in all these decision-making spaces. 
The members of the International Organizing Committee are committed to return to our respective workplaces with a deepened sense of commitment and urgency for moving forward with our work in community organizing, political advocacy, and building the alliances that will allow us all to be more effective in the struggle for full respect of our rights as human beings and as world citizens.  As soon as possible, we will begin preparing for a 2nd Latin American Migrant Community Summit, whose date and place have yet to be decided. 
Finally, we thank the Municipality of Morelia and the State Government of Michoacán for the hospitality and support that they have provided to the International Organizing Committee for this event.  Without their support, this event would not have been possible.  We also thank the many international cooperation agencies, private foundations and corporations who gave us the support and their vote of confidence that allowed us to carry out this historic event.  Above all, we thank the hundreds of representatives of migrant-led organizations who lent their support and participated in the event with such spirit.  Finally, we thank the people of Michoacán and the Mexican people in general for their warm hospitality. 
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