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ORGANIZED MIGRANT COMMUNITIES AS AN EXPRESSION OF A NEW TRANSNATIONAL CIVIL SOCIETY: PERSPECTIVES TOWARDS A HEMESFIRIC ANGENDA 
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Claudio Méndez

Six points of conclusion
1. Strengthen organizations, invest in our own people and educate leaders in order to move the migration movement forward  
2. Generate policies that are transnational alliances, based on the convictions that we share the objectives that we want and the mediums we use to reach them.   
3. Push fort just laws and migration reforms that recognize the contribution that migrants make to society, both in the sending and receiving countries. 
4. Design strategies that influence governments, parliaments, corporations and those that hold power in the society where we live and work.   
5. Link the migration movement with other progressive social movements, like gender equality, indigenous rights etc.  
6. This is a historic meeting for humanity and for citizens of the world. “Eagles are not from the nest they are born in, but from the sky in which they fly.”  
Jesús Martínez Saldaña

· One important observation that is reflected in the Summit is the difference between the needs of migrant families and what the government does in order to ameliorate those needs. 
· Reforms have yet to reach migrant communities, a reflection on Mexican policies in general.  
· There are numerous government programs, and this is a great achievement and what governments should be doing.
· Still there are problems of coordination between federations, states and municipals 

· Public policies on migration are something new for many. 
· We must give recognition to the work that Catholic dioceses have done with the migrant community.  
· Important steps have been taken on migration issues by legislators and government offices. Those states that lack behind need to learn about policies that have worked in other states. In the case of Morelos and Jalisco they have made great progress basing their reforms on the experiences of other states. 
·  We can be optimistic about the new will of state legislators to incorporate migration topics in their agendas. This constitutes a significant shift. 
· In addition we can see that governments are more willing to cooperate and collaborate. There is a more thorough exchange of experiences and information on the topic of migration.  
· It is indispensable for migrants to be present in the design of public policies, like what is taking place in Zacatecas. With this it is important to continue the internal communications between different migrant organizations.
· A dialogue is required in order to reach agreements on political policies that benefit migrants. For instance, Michoacán migrants lobbied in order to have fractions of Congress favor a policy reform that eventually won them the right to vote while residing abroad.  
· Collaboration needs to be maintained at the binational and transnational level. Development needs to be looked at through both the policies of sending and receiving countries. The philosophy that must be adopted is that laws need to be on a binational dimension. Furthermore, the information needs to be base on the reality that migrants are living. Having unilateral laws, like the ones implemented in the USA, is a mistake.
Moisés Pérez

· Alianza Dominicana changed its name to Alianza; it was a strategy that shows “what we are doing is making changed together.”
· The Summit showed that there can be a meeting and dialogue among the organizations and its members.  
· In the process of globalization it is crucial to have strategies that take into account the migrant communities. These given communities can become the catalyst for community building in order to plan strategies and actions that benefit the community.   

· We need to strengthen migrant leadership at the international level.  
· There are links, which are reinforcing the community work taking place, pointing towards an alliance of communities that want to further the migration dialogue and reach a society that is just and democratic. 

· You cannot take action without infrastructure. You need a strong structure and infrastructure in all financial aspects. Afterwards it is necessary to organize change for political, social and economic policies.  The marches are used in strategic moments, but more important is the generation of leaders that will push for change. 
Oscar Chacón

This event is more than an initial step; it is a space of transition. These conclusions are presented: 
1. A hemispheric agenda is one of the vital needs, the existence of organizations based in the community that are capable of articulating this agenda is possible. We are beginning to play at a binational and transnational level of influences. It is important to note that a hemispheric agenda cannot take place without the importance of the community level.      The agenda recognizes the diversity among Latin American migrant communities by their place of origin and destination.  
2. It is important to note that this Summit lacked the presence of Afro-Latinos, an important community that needs to be better represented.  In addition, the millions of indigenous communities that have not become involved in these processes. 
3. We need to realize that migrations and migrants are part of the reality in all our societies.  We are not a subdivision of the topics that are discussed by ministers of international relations.  We need to work toward being seen by others as social actors in the broader community. Another aspect to consider is that migrants should not be separated from the work that is being done by civil society groups. On the contrary, migrants are integral parts of this civil society and we need to strengthen our links with civil society organizations.  
4. It is of grave importance that we recognize that migration does not necessarily need to stop. We tend to suppose that as development occurs there will be less migration, but current public policies that effect economic and social development have actually fostered poverty and inequality. In talking about a Hemispheric Agenda it is necessary to understand the natural multilateral dimensions and independence of nations. For instance, if we look at the USA, the employment market is already functioning at a regional level. 
5. We have begun. This Summit has initiated important steps that must be followed. What we have done is strengthen the working links of migrant organizations that are part of civil society. Within this path we will find our future agenda.  
6. The Summit Declaration is the way in which the Organization Committee can gather and interpret the rich content and spirit of this event. 
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