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Summary
Fernando García, Border Network on Human Rights, USA

Organizing migrants is a crucial theme for border communities. The border communities are living in a unique context. It is an area where fear from the presence of immigration authorities is constantly present. This fear extends to migrants that are American citizens. More than anything, it has become an internalized fear.  Our organization has been challenging this reality for the past eight years. 
The Border Network on Human Rights, began by empowering those at the bottom of the social ladder, we began by learning from the community. We organized in order to strengthen the communities’ power, at the core, promoting HUMAN RIGHTS. With this we began challenging the fear that was present. Afterwards, we created the COMMITTEES on RIGHTS, which have been our greatest organizational tools. Now we organize through the frame of Human Rights to make changes on the ground. The culture of fear is replaced by the culture of Human Rights. 
A fundamental aspect of community organizing is teaching community leaders about Constitutional Rights, Human Rights, and International Rights. Once they know about these rights they can use them as tools to demand change. 

We are a nongovernmental organization; nonetheless, we do not ignore politics. We know that advocacy can lead to important changes. 
Elena Letona, Centro Presente
The organizational structure of my organization, Centro Presente (Boston, Massachusetts) is a combination of basic services and organizing migrants to challenge public policies. 

We know that in order to change things in the external context, internally we have embrace and use the concepts that we want to apply. We do this through our membership program and by having a horizontal structure instead of a vertical one. To our fellow migrants we say, “You are an important piece in the construction of change.” The community has the means and the capacity to organize themselves and make their voices heard. The community has work groups that focus on different areas of public policy, such as migration, free trade, etc. 

We are a transnational entity and although we are fighting for our rights in the USA, in our political platform we understand the importance of including the fighting for rights at the roots of  migration pressures. We link immigration policies with economic policies, for instance, influencing policies both in the USA and in El Salvador. 

We work to counter  anti-immigrant rhetoric, by educating others about the contributions that migrants make. We develop alliances to work with each other. For instance, Centro Presente is part of the National Alliance of Latin American and Caribbean Communities (NALACC). These types of alliances are the basic building blocks that spread awareness and organize and mobilize the communities. 
We believe that awareness and education encourage active participation.  
Rufino Domínguez, Federacion Indigena Oaxaqueños Binacional (FIOB)
FIOB has invested 700,000 dollars in the Mixtec community. What holds us together is community life and the mutual help we encourage. 
In Washington FIOB was one of the organizations that were demanding the dissolution of HR4437. We participated in marches in Washington and Los Angeles. In addition, we have rallied in Mexico, demanding rights for the communities there. We are part of the Asamblea Popular de los Pueblos de Oaxaca, (Popular Assembly of Oaxacan Communities). We strongly condemn the policies that are in place by the current governor of the state, Ulises Ruiz. We demand justice for all Oaxacans, on both sides of the border. 
Dora Aguirre, Asociacion Rumiñahui España
RUMIÑAHUI ESPAÑA, as an organization has two main objectives: We work towards an immigration law that is just and is a bilateral agreement between sending and receiving states. 
In particular, women led organizations have been encouraged and given a space to participate. 

Women and other commonly excluded actors need to be present in these political spaces, because they are where decisions are made. There are accords that are violating the rights of migrants and unless we are present at the decision-making tables we will see no changes.  

As migrants we are modifying the organizational models in the countries that we live in. We have to gain the right to vote in both our country of origin and the countries where we live, even if this means making constitutional changes. 

It is interesting to note that migrants are revolutionizing the business world, the media (of which many are owned by Latinos) and the tourism industry. Moreover, even the relation between the Church and migrants is transforming. 
We would like the Summit to send a letter to the Spanish Government, demanding an end to the repression and discrimination. 
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