[image: image1.emf]DATE: MAY 12, 2007

TIME: 4:00-5:15

POVERTY, GLOBALIZATION, MIGRATION, REMITTANCES AND DEVELOPMENT: THE ROLE OF MIGRANTS IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF A BETTER LIFE FOR OUR COMMUNITIES 
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Summary:

Topics discusssed in the presentation:

1. Construmex (Cemex) has a program to build affordable housing through the use of credit.  

2. It is necessary to bring family members into the banking system, via debit cards and involvement in government programs on remittances. This generates a credit history, and promotes or creates a culture of savings and investment. 
3. Zacatecans have eight development projects taking place with the help of Western Union. Zacatecans have long participated in the government-sponsored 3 for 1 program, and this latest arrangement allows provides an additional match for migrant donations.    

4. Current models of globalization are not lifting people out of poverty.  Migrants need to challenge these models in order to transform local realities. 
Agreements and recurrent themes:

· Migrants should consider diversifying their investments in local communities: moving beyond infrastructure and beautification projects to income-generating projects and other investments in community well-being
· It is not fair for migrants to have to invest in infrastructure (potable water, sewers systems, electricity, etc) since these task should be the responsibility of the government. 
· We have to demand that the Mexican government invest in infrastructure, create jobs, and be more active in the defense of migrants’ human rights. 
Disagreements:

· Western Union’s involvement caused a strong controversy because some argue that the contribution that they are making is very small compared to the gains they received from migrants sending money. Instead of lowering the commission they receive they make a small contribution to legitimize their business.
Proposed actions:
· Continue encouraging the links between migrants 
· Replicate this summit in other continents: Europe, Asia, Africa, etc. 
· Continue the discussion of universal citizenship. Men/Women have the right to migrate. 

· Take into account the frame of the World Social Forum on Migration 
· Celebrate December 18: International Day of the Migrant 
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