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1st Latin American Community Migrant Summit 
Sunday, May 13, 2007
Notes from the Thematic Working Groups

MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
MACROECONOMIC VS. MICROECONOMIC
CREATING CAPITAL VS. HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

Topics of discussion
· There are only two important plans when it comes to development, the global plans and the local plans.

· Local development is rarely used because it would mean a high level of participation from the commercial and public sectors. Dialogue between these sectors is difficult. 
· Local development also implies a strong presence of local actors. Small development projects are very popular in Mexico, but if there is no local actor with the capacity to carry the projects through, it is difficult for true development to take place. 
·  If the local development is not in tune with the macroeconomic policies, the local project will never be successful
· We have to take note of the municipal, state wide, regional and national policies for development
· Development requires civic participation because it conditions the way policy changes can take place
· There is an interesting dynamic coming from migrants that want to work in developing their home countries, but there is little interest in developing policies that change government structures in the home country. Should migrants be involved in discussions of free trade agreements? What about fighting corruption? Militarization programs? 
· Historically, macro economic and political structures are not discussed between citizens.  
· The relationship between poverty and migration in evident and thus it is important to fight for economic development.
· Public policies need to be transnationalized. Countries need to have multinational judicial and social policies. It is necessary moreover, to have a multinational perspective given that the migration is caused by both policies in the sending as well as the receiving countries. 
· Development needs to take place in all fields of education 
· Development through the use of natural resources can take place but human development needs to be prioritized as the best way to ensure continual development. 

· Migrants need to be given democratic power in politics in order to value their economic contributions.  
· The new economic plans needs to take into account the lack of resources 
· The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) acknowledges human development. As migrants we want to work in all sectors, political, cultural and economic. The UN program not only offers a broad context, but development responsibility fall on migrants and local actors. So far this has only been a formal advocacy. 
· Migration is no longer a mere phenomenon; it is part of the national culture. It is important to incorporate this and make these conditions part of our advocacy.   
· We need new financial institutions so as not to depend on the free trade agreements. Migrants have developed a series of political, economic and business strategies that now need to be part of the national plans. 
· One of the fundamental themes of migration is the economic development that can lead to social development. Using migrants’ remittances to develop the local, regional and national economies.  How can we make projects that use natural resources? How to use remittances for projects that are specific? There are various schemes like the 3x1 but there are also other local initiatives that are not within the 3x1 programs. How can remittance promote national economic development?
· It is important to see migrants as an extension of local society. The local spheres are the most important but they need to be working with the regional and national spheres. 
· We know that bilateral development programs exist through non-governmental organizations (NGOs) particularly in Europe. 
· We need an organization chart for these projects so that we can all learn from them and develop similar programs in our regions
· Women’s rights need to be respected and women’s voices need to be heard when making decisions that affect them. 
· We are concern for the brain drain that is occurring in many countries.

· Concern that some development can actually cause migration.

· Remittances and their use in development is still seen as a nascent topic that needs to be discussed more
· There is talk about building housing as a form of investment. But before that can take place different financial mediums need to be researched so that migrant investors are benefiting. 
· Health and migration also need to be intertwined. Human well being should be central to development. If one is not healthy then development projects cannot be successful. 
· It is important to note that the current development proposals like globalization are a failed model. We should say no to free trade agreements that propose massive projects but block local and regional development. Development is a Human Right and multinational corporations need to be reminded of that. 
· It is a shame that those of us that live in the US are fighting for rights there but forget about the violations that occur in our home countries.
· Remittances need to be focused on infrastructural long term development. Moreover, the funds need to be well administered with transparency in mind. 
· Business men often feel that there is too much emphasis on the ability of migrants to push for development and not enough credit given to those that stayed behind as investors. 

· An interesting thing is that clubs talk about productive projects but not about development. There is little knowledge of what exactly that would entail. 

· One strategy is to train the natural leaders of the organizations. Have the capacity to create a board, fundraise etc. Local development needs local actors and migrants from abroad to be involved. 
· Certain uses for remittances can be negative. They create dependency and local inflation. The importance of savings needs to be developed so that investment projects can take place.   

· Challenge local governance to change neoliberal policies. We need to create our own models instead of following the examples that the US gives us. 
· Organized migrants have an important role.
· People are not goods that can be bought and sold

· It is important to value native cultures  
· Migrants can help change some of the imbedded problems in their home countries like corruption or “mordida” in Mexico. Changing these practices will allow development to take place. 
· Generations that grow up in receiving countries often forget the links to the home countries. It is important to sensitize them to the problems that are faced in other countries. 

· Economic development cannot be separated from human development.

· Migrant communities need to work with the media. It is important to work with television and radio stations as well as free press. 
Conclusions
The most important message is the strengthening and capacity building of migrants and local leaders. It is important to affect the local but also the macro levels. It is clear that development needs to be tied to human development. Moreover, development needs to be fair and sustainable. Rooted in indigenous groups that live alongside nature without killing the planet.  
Notes by Gabriela Lemus
