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1st Latin American Community Migrant Summit 

Sunday, May 13, 2007
Notes from the Thematic Working Groups

IDENTITY AND BELONGING FOR GENERATION 1.5 AND 2ND GENERATION
Coordinator María Rosa Jijón
Proposals
1. Establish a theoretical framework to define the 1st and 2nd generation. These terms are used differently in Europe and in parts of the US which means that they do not necessarily refer to migrants and their children as we are defining them. 
2. Encourage the transnational dialogue, have summits and forums for young people. Often times, this group is not given the visibility it deserves as part of the migration phenomenon.  

3. Encourage parents to transmit their culture to their kids. It is important to learn about the home country’s culture, and to maintain the language. With this in mind, promote foreign exchange programs for kids and youth of migrants.  

4. Create projects for youth in the country of residence, to facilitate social integration.  
5. Make racism and discrimination one of the themes of future Summits. 
6. Show the positive points of belonging to different cultures at the same time. The advantages of knowing more than one language, more than one way of thinking. There was a lot of discussion of how to rescue diversity as a positive concept.  

7. Compel sending and receiving governments to strengthen multicultural programs.  
8. Have workshops and conferences that discuss the reality for youth in different regions: Europe, US, Latin America.
