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1st Latin American Community Migrant Summit         
Sunday, May 13, 2007      
Notes from the Thematic Working Groups
 INTERNATIONAL ADVOCACY  
REMARKS
· Methodologically, this workshop sought to reach out and to have as much participation as possible, framing the group so that a dialogue among the participants could take place

· Thematically we focused on “concrete proposals” limiting redundant topics that could hinder or limit the discussion 
· The suggestions that were made were a true collective “storm of ideas.” To organize such volume of information we used 4 frameworks
· The chosen categories correspond to the dimensions that are within and in accordance with the reality of the topics discussed, separated here for the sole purpose of organizing ideas.  
· These are some of the themes that International Advocacy deals with: institutions (religious, public, etc.), culture, social movements, the fight against drug trafficking, identity, collectivity, from the particular to the overall
· That is why, we have reached a consensus on having to prioritize, define the topics that need to be focused on and emphasized so that our limited resources are better utilized
1st.-  DO-IT-YOURSELF: A NEW ORGANIZATION
· We cannot be international advocates if we ourselves and our networks are not developing a unify force that can influence other actors. 
· We must strengthen our organizations and networks, solidify them. First restoring the confidence amongst the migrant associations. Divided at times for various reasons: personal, political, national, competition over the limited resources etc. Confronting these problems in order to professionalize our collective actions
· This implies an additional effort on the part of everyone involved, a profound change to overcome the egocentricity in order to recover the importance of being unified, having a joined vision as groups fighting for similar objectives.  

· Our mobilization efforts should be from the bottom-up. That is to say, a strong community base that can sustain the macro level. Moreover, it has to be a back and forth effort with democratic decision making, from the base to the leadership and vice versa. We are trying to construct a new system of organization, were the bottom could always be the top and the smallest can be the biggest, 
· We have to be standing with two feet: inside and outside the political, economic and institutional systems. Moreover we have to continue to strengthen our alliances with other organizations in civil society. 
· Although financial resources are difficult to secure, we to have to develop a way in which we can sustain ourselves while maintaining autonomy in our decision making. We cannot fall into contradictions in which we are sponsored by corporations that do not respect human rights and are only based on profit-making without considering societies needs. 
· Our proposals have to be of a high quality, so that we can receive massive support and the decision makers are informed of what we want
2nd.- WIDEN OUR GEOGRAPHICAL AREA OF ALLIANCES TO HEIGHTEN THE SUPPORT FOR OUR EFFORTS 
· Under this area our bottom-up method also applies. Our work should start with geographic areas that are closes to us and spread out from there. Always keeping in mind the different perspectives and interest, different at times but complimentary and towards a joined effort. Start with our communities, country of origin, region and finally a worldwide vision.   
· Regional unification is important. To the North American axis, Mexico, US, Canada and Central America we need to add the Southern Cone (4 million internal migrant are within this region). What is more, the cooperation with migrants from Africa and Europe as well as Asia and Australia and other regions in the South Pacific is important. The challenge is to build bridges that develop a worldwide alliance amongst migrants. 
·  To the base and process of these Summits we need the continual connection of migrant networks in the all 7 continents.  
3º.- MAKE INNOVATIVE PROPOSALS IN ALL AREAS
· To achieve international advocacy the proposals need to be topics that are essential and can transcend
· Civil and Political Rights, Economic and Social Rights, Cultural and Environmental 
· The ratification and signature of declarations and international treaties that defend the right of workers, children, women and migrants 
· The new relationship between women and men
· An important dimension of this international advocacy is the encouragement of international exchanges between migrant communities from the various corners of the world which can promote unity
· An effective international advocacy can be based in an alternative economy, to be developed with justice in mind, with the structural base that can end compulsory migration due to economic hardship and a return to migration that is a free and an optional choice.  
· One of the themes that is often overlooked is health, we need to underline the importance of creating “Migrant Communities that are Healthy” which means being involved in the social, economic and cultural practices of the community, especially when it comes to the use of drugs
· Today the importance of media communication is crucial, getting our message out on television, the press, radio and the internet
· Linking the work that religious orders (of all religions) are doing in favor of migration, for instance supporting the SANTUARIO movement that is fighting against the unjust laws, anti-immigrant laws in the US.     
4th.- COMBINE THE JUDICIAL-POLITICAL FIGHT WITH THE MOVILIZE ACTION 
· Take advantage of the big international campaigns and become involved as a cohesive unit
· Look for representation, from the migrants in international advocacy
· Develop strategies to follow-up on campaigns, and develop tools that can be used in international conferences that are going to help the objectives of migrants.    
· Have a joined declaration from the migrants that puts forth our position to be against the legislative proposals that are anti-immigrant and hand them to the General Secretariat of the UN. If legislation that is in favor of migrants passes it will be an example for others, i.e EU to follow. 
· Reinforce the “Network of Latin American Legislatures that are in favor of Migration” starting with legislators present at this Summit and at the next meeting in Los Angeles, CA. 
· Moreover, it is important not to stop only at lobbying and advocacy at the governmental level. We have to be creative in how we fight our conflicts. Without mobilization there is no justice and no liberty.
“UNITED MIGRANTS WILL NEVER BE DEFEDED” 
Notes by: Gustavo Marín and Ricardo Jiménez
