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1st Latin American Community Migrant Summit 

Sunday, May 13, 2007

Notes from the Thematic Working Groups
INTEGRATION AND HEALTH
1. Endorse the declaration of the migrant children and their families so that their rights to an education and health (physical and mental) are respected.  Health rights, it must be remembered, are universal rights. 

2. The Summit should serve as a space where organizations can exchange ideas about successful health and education systems. 

3. Demand that receiving countries sign, ratify and put into practice the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families 
4. Funding sources that will ensure that the language of the receiving country is taught to migrants and their children, promote linguistic integration at all levels, from literacy campaigns to professional development. 

5. Create citizenship initiatives and specifically promote dual citizenship. 
6. Promote multicultural and diverse environments as a starting point for collective action.
7. Insist that the immigration reforms in the US place the family as their central axis 
8. Develop campaigns to educate communities in the receiving countries about migrants’ culture and struggles. 
9. Demand equal freedom of movement of people from different countries.
10. Incorporate and recognize the spirituality of founding cultures in our continent.
11. Create a basic structure of social services that enable migrants to participate in civil society 
12. Expand refugee programs across our continent
13. Reject the wall at the border as a policy device contrary to integration. Physical walls, or even intellectual or ideological borders, are an obstacle for migrant integration into civil society of the receiving country  

14. Promote and facilitate the creation and development of small businesses by granting credits and access to financial advisors
15. Demand the right to VOTE for migrants so that they can participate in the formation of policies in both the country of residence and the home country.

16. The Summit should serve as a catapult for the topics of migration from a continental perspective. 
