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1st Latin American Community Migrant Summit

Sunday, May 13, 2007      

Notes from the Thematic Working Groups
GENDER
PROPOSALS

· Widen the gender focus in all the proposals of the Summit here in Morelia and guarantee that there is a real follow up on these issues. 
· Realize the economic effects of women workers. Moreover fight against the segregation in the job place starting in the domestic service sector given that most migrant women work in this sector. This sector needs to be seen as a job sector that deserve all the rights and benefits other sectors receive.   
· Strengthen women’s role in organizations in order to create and promote economic and political development. 
· Visualize the influence of female migration as a change to the social, economic, cultural and political dynamics of migration.
SPECIFIC PROPOSALS 
· Speed up the work-permit process so that women can have the autonomy of having their own business or their own projects. 
· Promote participation in decision making spaces in order to make political changes. 

· Revise the immigration laws to include gender perspectives

· Ensure that the labor rights of migrant women in the agricultural sector are respected.
· Study migration through a gender perspective. Make note of the violence against women, family violence and cultural practices that repress women because of their gender. 
· Analyze the impact of female emigration and the impact that causes on families.  
· Stop the trafficking of children and women. Look towards the United Nations protocol dealing with the punishment for those that are involved in human trafficking especially women trafficking for prostitutions rings. Make sure that this population is prepared to confront these types of challenges. Organizations need to work in making denunciations, assist victims and help prevent the situation. Open spaces where these violations can be denounced, perhaps through the use of the Internet.    
· Demand the immediate release of Maria Concepcion Moreno Arteaga, condemned unjustly for helping migrants. Fight against the criminalization of persons whose crimes are related only to helping immigrants. Take active steps against laws that reinforce double discrimination as migrants and women. Concepcion Moreno was jailed on March 9, 2005 for offering food and drinks to Central-American migrants. 
· Prevent women from falling into complete dependency on remittances. 

· Follow up on the repayment for work done during the Bracero Program. 
· Legal processes facilitate the availability of permanent residency for migrants, particularly for women.

· Look at female migration in relation to the family networks, especially in connection to the youth and the elderly 
· It is important to consider gender in relation to other variables, particularly social class. We need to facilitate the dialogue between women of different economic and social status Assure that women contributions are present in economic situations although this may imply less “voice” on the political sphere. 
· Create education campaigns to sensitize the public about gender issues. A reality that affects not only women but men and society in general. 

· A triple challenge for indigenous women who are migrants. We must assure that this group is educated. These initiatives are the key to protect women from ever falling into illegal trafficking of women. 

· Recognize the educated women that are migrating, a key to the international social movement. We have to change the image of the migrant women in the eyes of the international society. 

· Act at the local, national and transnational levels. A commitment that the Organizing Committee should make to evaluate these proposals and continue this dialogue. 
· As women we need to facilitate changes at the structural level, calling attention to all of layers that gender issues can take in the context of the migration phenomenon. 

· Create initiatives that handle gender violence, starting with how couples treat each other. Educate others about women’s rights as equals to men in order to prevent violence based on gender. 
· Include gender as part of the “Declaración de Morelia.” 
