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Topics discussed in the presentation:

· The emotional situation for families that are separated, both for the children and the parents
· Physical and psychological risk of separations 

· Social cost of the brain drain caused on families and to the country in which the education was given to the migrant 

· Little State involvement with respect to non-economic variables that contribute to migration
Principal Points of Agreement/Recurrent Themes:

· Depression and anxiety experiences by both children and parents, particularly mothers that are separated from their children 

· Health problems of members who have been separated 

· Behavioral problems presented in children (academic performance, social relations and even intra-family relations)

· Feelings of guilt experiences by the adults that have to leave their partners and children behind

· Difficult situation for adults that are in long distance relationships

· Lack of psychological support for the migrants and their families

· Lack of acknowledgment on the part of the State for factors in the migration phenomenon that are not quantifiable (it is not only about remittances and voting rights)

· Lack of discussion about migration in educational agendas (for instance, an agricultural engineer that visits a rural school in Michoacán with the hope of starting students on a development project but finds the school empty)

· The need to migrate of at least one family member for the betterment of the family (“Migration is not a crime, but an act of love,” said a migrant mother who had to leave her children behind so they would continue their education)

Actions proposed:

· Demand of the State to change public policies and further the legislation on migration

· Basic services such as health and education

· Understand that migration is not only about economics, to be educated on the topic all variables need to be examined

· Promote the involvement in civil society organization that give legal and psychological refuge for migrants and the families that stayed behind
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