[image: image1.emf]Transnational Civil Participation and its Impact on Migrant Communities 
Saturday, 12th of May
Objectives:

· To define transnational civic participation through diverse examples and experiences
· To share experiences, to become familiar with new organizing models and efforts of migrant communities around the world. 
· To generate strategies to consolidate these efforts

· To discuss the impact and the importance of transnational civic participation in countries of origin and destination. 
· To educate participants about the importance of social, political and economic involvement of migrant communities in their countries of origin and destination. 
Summary of Panel Discussion and Workshop
1. Definitions of transnational civic participation:  individuals participating politically to improve their quality of life (defined broadly-not just economic); the desire to have rights in two countries; participation with the goal of solving community problems in countries of origin; to contribute meaningfully in two countries simultaneously.  
2. Transnational civic participation has many diverse forms: 
· Community organizations dedicated to social service, hometown associations, sports teams, religious or political organizations and campaigns that strengthen cultural and political identity.
· Organizations linked to the political and social landscape, which affect inter-generational and inter-class relations.

· Experiences of Mexican leaders in Chicago—“Mexicanos para el Progreso Politico”, which seeks to unite efforts to push a political agenda favorable to Mexican immigrants in Chicago. 
· The experiences of Runa Pacha in Spain, who have succeeded in signing an agreement between local governments in Catalonia and those in Ecuador. 
· Examples of development projects in countries of origin. 
3. National and transnational social networks: organizing experiences in countries of origin (for example, transnational political effort during the Central American civil wars) shape forms of civic participation in the countries of destination 
Recurring Themes and Points of Agreement:

· It is important to establish and fortify trans-ethnic alliances between groups of immigrants to work on public policy reforms. 
· At the same time, it is necessary to not to ignore the base group of people in each location (for example, Mexicans in Chicago), and to focus on the energy that comes from local connections-- the places of origin and home town associations.  
Points of Disagreement and Challenges:

· The difficulties of working in coalitions: maintaining focus on the goals of the community base; dealing with varying agendas and egos.  
· The difficulties in fostering civic participation and achieving success in the political sphere when policymakers have little knowledge regarding the countries of origin. 
· The diversity of opinions and perspectives between Mexicans, Central Americans and South Americans; how do we find common ground and move forward? 
Measures Proposed:
· Push transnational political platforms addressing issues such as governmental corruption, trade agreements, etc. 
· Continue to fight for voting rights – in both countries of origin and countries of destination. 
· Propose transnational public policy that aims to expand the rights of immigrants. 
