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Saturday, 12th of May
Summary of Workshop and Panel Discussion:
Identify, using to concrete examples, how remittances can be used to create assets. Varying points of view and projects were presented, including  : social remittances—exemplified by the research of Miguel Ugalde, investment in housing—see CEMEX and AESCO, aid in community development—see “Programa 3 x 1” and FIDA. 
Recurring Themes and Points of Agreement:

· Remittances are, and should be considered, private funds.  

· Governments must create public policy that promotes community development. Community development should not be the migrant’s burden. 
· There is no “one size fits all” solution.  Migrants experience a variety of challenges and contexts
· Remittances may alleviate poverty, but they have not resolved issues of extreme poverty.
· The construction of houses is way to convert remittances into assets. 
· Migration can trigger social capital flight but may also fundamentally transform familial relations. 

Points of Disagreement:
· Discussion of the merits of private sector programs that seek to support the migrant. Many expressed concern with the high interest rates of microfinance programs.  
· Discussion over the role the government in investment of remittances; for example, whether government sponsored programs such as “Programa 3 x 1” are as effective as they should be. 
Measures Proposed:
· Continue to improve links between migrant organizations, their communities of origin and their hometown governments. 
· Create sustainable projects, not just on the local level, but also at inter-community, national and transnational levels.  

· Strengthen the productive fabric (resources) of communities.
