Main Topics and Proposals Presented During the 1st Latin American Community Migrant Summit 

Morelia, Michoacán - May 2007

Human Rights 

Context

During the 1st Latin American Community Migrant Summit the topic of Human Rights for migrants was a fundamental concept that echoed throughout the various meetings and workshops. Generally speaking, Human Rights are crucial to the discussion of migration because these rights are universal and thus applicable to all human beings without distinctions of sex, race, country of origin, religion etc. 

The issues discussed were mostly based on the international and regional conventions and declarations, and included: the right to chose to migrate (or not to migrate), the right not to be forced to abandon your home and family, and finally the right of children to live with their parents. 
Other key points raised by participants were: 

· Human Rights are inalienable and person who cross borders take these rights with them. 

· States have the responsibility to protect, respect and validate these rights. Moreover, States have the duty to protect the security and dignity of migrants, asylum seekers and refugees that are crossing their territories. 
· States should protect labor rights and have social guarantees for all its workers. Furthermore, they should respect the cultural diversity and the principle of no discrimination.   

During the Summit, there were also discussions about the Human Right to Peace, which establishes better living conditions, development and security for migrants, their families, and their communities. Peace is the creation of social justice and equality.  Borders are seen as vulnerable zones, prone to Human Rights violations. Migrants crossing these borders are facing these challenges.   

Proposals
· A Human Rights Commission needs to be created that focuses solely on the borders.
· We need to demand of that the Mexican Government cease human rights violations and criminalization of migrants in Mexican territory against migrants from other nationa 

· Educate community leaders on Constitutional Rights, Human Rights and other international rights that can be used as instruments for defending the migrant population.
· Cooperation needs to occur among all the different entities working for the defense of migrants. 

· Create networks of action that can help prevent social injustices that violate Human Rights. 

· Fight against the criminalization of persons whose only crime is helping migrants. 
· There needs to be an expansion of refugee programs throughout our continent. 

· It is essential that immigration policy recommendations made here at the Summit, have as their main principal Human Rights, and not just a focus on market forces and security concerns.
Labor Rights
Context

Migrant workers are particularly vulnerable to labor rights violations. Many times, migrants are subjected to a lack of health care, immigration raids, unstable salaries, and deplorable working conditions. There is a need to cooperate between the Unions, NGOs, and migrant organizations in order to advocate for the rights of migrants. Furthermore, we cannot discuss migration policies without considering the enormous gap between the salaries of workers living in developed countries vs. developing ones. The fight for labor rights needs to emphasis rights on both sides of the border. It must come from an international perspective.         
Proposals 
· Educate migrants about their labor rights. This can be done through workshops in conjunction perhaps with the work that Federations and Hometown Associations do. 
· Develop the use of legal tools at the international level in order to protect the rights of migrants. We have to think of economic changes in an international context. The perspectives of workers on both sides of the border need to be considered.  
· We need to create multinational alliances that will defend the human rights and labor rights of migrant workers. 
· Labor unions must identify common values that will enable work across borders.  The history of Unions after all, began with the struggles that Irish and Italian immigrants were facing. We have to learn from these struggles and insert our own. 

· The labor movement needs to have Latino and migrant leadership. We have to develop these leadership skills. 
· Promote the free movement of migrant workers. 

· Bring an end to intermediaries and migrant recruiters who only make it more difficult for employers to hire migrants.
· Look for legal mechanisms that would make recruitment cost the responsibility of the employer rather than just the worker. 
· Obtain redress from historical wrongs committed against migrant workers: including those suffered by Mexican workers who came to the U.S during the Bracero era. 
Culture, media and migration 

Context:

Culture and identity play an important role in the lives of migrants and their families. Culture and identity are not fixed concepts. They change and transform, molding with the passing of time along with the dynamics of the migration process.  

Many migrants are faced with the challenge of how best to maintain the culture of the home country in future generations. A feeling of binationality or a sentiment of not belonging neither here nor there is often present in the children of migrants. It is the task of parents to teach their children the culture and history of the home country. It is difficult to belong to different cultures but it can be a valuable skill set in a globalized society. It is crucial to have a dialogue between the different generations so that the best elements of the home culture can be carried on and the best elements of the new culture embraced. 
Culture can play an important role in shaping public understanding of migrants and the migration phenomenon.  In countries such as the United States and other major destination countries, including those in Europe, the public is exposed to an unrelenting barrage of negative images of migrants and migration. At the Summit, we witnessed a diverse array of cultural expressions—created by migrants themselves and speaking to the migrant experience.  Arts and Culture can offer a different window onto the migration phenomenon than the messages most often conveyed in mainstream media.

Proposals 
· Governments of destination countries should develop education programs that draw on the multi-cultural talents of migrants.
· Facilitate programs that teach migrants the language of the country of residency. Promote linguistic integration at all levels. 

· Develop campaigns to sensitize the receiving country’s population about migrants and the root causes of migration. 
· Change public opinions through the use of media. The strategy should involve migrants themselves so that the press can report about migrant contributions and concerns, rather than reinforcing negative images of migrants.
· Incorporate and recognize the spirituality of the many native cultures. Validate the cultural practices that are carried by many migrants.  
· Influence all communication media: television, radio, internet, and the printed press, as a means of advancing international advocacy for migrants. 
· Promote mechanisms that can transmit the home cultures. It is vital that the home culture and language are preserved. A way of promoting this is cultural exchange programs design for children and youth of migrants. 

· Foment the positive aspects of having different cultures, dual languages, and dual ways of thinking. The concept of diversity has to be rescued and presented as something positive. 
· Home governments as well as the governments of the country of residency need to strengthen intercultural programs.

Local Development and Political Development

Context

Local development has the following characteristics: 1. It is Multidimensional: the economic dimension is important but is not the only thing to look at 2) Multiple actors. 4 actors that are crucial: local governments, state governments, civil society organizations and the private sector. It is important to promote development projects that bring employment to the home communities. In order to make this possible all actors need to participate. 

During the Summit there were discussions on the role that governments play in local development. Although remittances contribute largely to the development of communities, this does not absolve the responsibility of governments to stimulate development. For example, migrants must press governments to invest in appropriate infrastructure, rather than leaving this responsibility to migrant civic organizations.

Examples of projects that are generating local development were mentioned. Particularly successful are those that are being created through the 3x1 program in which federal, state and local funds are used. In some cases the program has evolved to the 4x1 because private companies are using corporate philanthropy to add an additional match.
Several participants expressed concern that if migrants do not take a more systematic approach to policy advocacy on economic policies more broadly, it will be difficult for small-scale development projects to have any success.  Current economic policies have not managed to lift the majority of those in Latin America out of poverty.
Proposals

· Educate migrants and the communities about financial topics. 

· Promote the use of remittances for productive projects and projects that generate employment. At the same time, local actors and migrants need to diversify their investment opportunities when using remittances. 

· Encourage governments to allocate funds for promoting and stimulating local development. This would help create local development without the need for outside assistance. Use limited governmental resources more efficiently to promote development.
· Create a culture that promotes savings and investment. Migrant families need to make use of banking systems and the tools that this can provide, such as debit cards. Using banking systems gives them a credit history that can help them take out loans and make investments.   
· Demand that the governments invest in the infrastructure and generate employment opportunities so that citizens are not forced to migrate. 
· Efficient mechanism of money transfers need to be developed. This would guarantee that more money reaches local communities instead of it being absorbed by the cost of transactions. 
· Governments need to be accountable for the use of remittances that are given to them through programs. They need to visit communities and present a detail account of where the money is being invested. 
Remittances 

Context
Remittances are first and foremost private capital. Although remittances are an important tool for development, they should not absolve the responsibility of home governments in creating economic development. Remittances cannot replace good local government policies. As was mentioned in various discussions throughout the Summit migrants cannot be held responsible for the duties of the State. The State needs to fulfill its obligations when it comes to development. 
Other discussions during the Summit focused on how remittances can also be causing migration. In order to combat this, investment needs to be geared towards projects that maintain the investment within the country, such as building housing.  

Moreover, the policies governing money transfers are created solely by governments and companies, something that needs to change. Migrants after all, are the clients of these services and should have a voice in setting policies that both protect consumers and facilitate asset creation in both sending and receiving countries.   
The federal law on transparency and access to public information can help facilitate transparency. With this law all governmental decisions need to be documented and justified. In turn this can help us better track the use of remittances. 

It is important to note that in some countries there are controls on who can send out remittances. In Spain for instance, it is difficult for undocumented migrants to send money back to their home countries. Migrants then are using informal networks to send money back home.   
Proposals 
· Educate migrants on financial topics. 
· Promote the use of remittances for productive projects and projects that create employment. Moreover, diversify investments. 

· Distinguish between investments and donations-different models are appropriate for different goals. 

· With respect to the policies in Spain that negatively affect migrants

· Redefine public polices in Spain that deal with micro credits. 
· Denounce the actions of the Spanish governments in limiting remittances (3 thousand Euros a month).  This forces remittances into the informal sector and increases risk.
· Develop financial services that understand transnational necessities and respond to that demand. 
· Continue to press for reducing the cost of money transfers. 

· Work with families of migrants to avoid women from being dependent solely on remittances.

Health


Context
Migrant communities often suffer from significant mental and physical health challenges.  Emotional health is particularly affected by factors such as cultural shock, and family separation, among other things. These factors can lead to depression and anxiety. Unfortunately, few individuals seek out psychological or medical help. In many migrant communities, particularly when many members lack legal status, there is limited access to health care, and little education on health topics related to migration.  

Proposals 
· Reaffirm the fact that health is a Universal Human Right

· Policies and conventions on migration need to include mental and physical health. Health needs to be stressed as a fundamental aspect of migrant communities. We need to create “Healthy Migrant Communities” which involves taking into account the social, economic and cultural contexts. 
· Drugs are causing serious problems in transnational communities and we must work to address this problem in our communities
· Collaborate with organizations and inform communities that there can be a balance between traditional medical treatments used in their home countries and more western medicinal practices. Educate communities about HIV/AIDS and responsible sex education. Help families discuss these issues with their children. 

· Dedicate a national day for an awareness campaigns on health concerns related to transnational communities. 

· Develop culturally and linguistically appropriate information materials that will help promote health in migrant communities. 

· Demand that receiving countries sign and ratify the International convention of Migrant Workers and their Families.  
· Combat the pollution and contamination that affects the health of workers. 

· Promote eco-friendly tourism that prevents contamination and soil degradation. In turn this will help maintain local communities healthy and in a better living condition. 
· Health issues need to be considered in legislative reforms

Organizing and Civic Participation 

Context:

Organizing is fundamental for migrants. Migrants are transnational actors that advocate for their rights in both countries of origin as well as destination countries. Migrants must become involved in the politics of the country of residence as well as their home countries. The right to vote is fundamental and was mentioned in various workshops and roundtables throughout the Summit. On the other hand, it is a challenge for organizers to involve newer migrants in civic participation since they may not have the legal right to vote.  Creative models for civic participation beyond voting should be developed and tested

. 

Organizations, Federations, and Hometowns Associations of migrants vary in the actions they take but all have common goals in mind. These organizations want to influence policies through contact with government officials, PACs (Political Actions Committees), forums, marches, and events that demonstrate the need for migration reforms. 
On the other hand, binationality brings forth questions on the redefinition of the State, citizenship, transnational communities, government participation, sovereignty, and patriotism.  

Proposals
· Educate community leaders about Constitutional Rights, Human Rights and other international rights that can serve as tools for their actions. 

· Educate communities about the importance of being involved in the social, political and economic decisions of both residing and home countries. 

· Promote the involvement of civil society organizations so that they build capacity to support the situations faced by migrants whether the issues are legal or psychological. 
· The focus though should not only be on migrants. Alliances must be created with  organizations that work in the home countries to change the situation there. 
· Hometown Associations and Federations need to encourage mirror organizations to form in the hometowns. Through this a stronger transnational network can develop. 
· Create a base of community organizations that can work to influence government actions. It is important that migrants have their own leaders in positions of power. 
· Political and social rights need to be obtained in both the residing and home countries. 
· Migrants need to establish formal organizations that can be recognized at the international level. Given the global context, it is important to develop plans and strategies that take into account the needs of migrant communities.  
· Sustained action will require organizational infrastructure in migrant communities 

· Migrant organizations in Europe should begin to work more closely and coordinate efforts at the level of the EU.  

· Migrant groups must develop effective messaging to spread awareness of the contributions and values that migrants bring. 
· We must define civic participation in broad terms, taking advantage of different organizations’ experiences in different countries,
· Share experiences and learn from the different organizing models that migrant communities all over the world are using. Furthermore we need to generate strategies to strengthen the alliances with other migrant groups. At the same time, make sure that appropriate organizational infrastructure is nurtured at the local level. Once the base is strong, better alliances can be made. 

· Generate transborder politics that are based on our shared objectives. Design common strategies to influence governments, legislators and business that are part of the migration dynamics. 

· Continue working for the right to vote abroad  

· Create citizenship initiatives particularly promoting dual citizenship
· Federations and Hometown associations need to acquire more economic resources to hire train personal to make their organizations more efficient 

· Include the migration movement in other movements and struggles in civil society, such as gender issues, workers rights, indigenous rights, etc.

· Develop strategies for obtaining additional resources that would allow more autonomy in organizations. 
· Take advantage of the international agendas and insert our own concerns. 
· Link organizing with advocacy and lobbying in order to press for meaningful reforms
· Develop and deepen contacts with political leaders in both sending and receiving countries.  
Gender Issues and Female Leadership

Context

Female migration is on the rise. During the Summit there was a discussion on the factors that are causing this. Many participants pointed to the need to create networks of organizations that support migrant women. Migrant women need to be integrated into the country of residency. Moreover, female perspectives on migration issues must be included in both civil society and public sector work on migration.
The role of men and women in the migration phenomenon has transformed throughout time and has changed daily life in both home communities and destination communities. There is a tendency for women to fight for a more gender based equality. This equality will hopefully translate to more civic participation. Women are now more independent but along with that there are more responsibilities. 
Proposals
· Share experiences among female migrants

· Support organizing efforts that aim to stop gender inequalities within and outside the migration process. 

· Increase female participation in migrants’ networks and organizations. 

· Create an International Network of Women Migrants, a new entity that would not replace the existing networks and organizations. 
· Strengthen the movement among women migrants that is promoting economic development and political activism.
· Transnationalize the work of women migrants. Women are doing a lot when it comes to political and economic advocacy. 
· Continue the fight for equality in the workplace. Defend the labor rights of women working in all sectors.  

· Acknowledge the influence women’s migration has had on the social, political, economic, and cultural aspects of both the home country and the country of residency. 

· Work toward making our own migrant-led organizations have equal gender representation

· Facilitate changes at the structural level, calling attention to the gender reality when it comes to migration experiences. 
· Revise migration laws in order to include gender issues.  
· Study migration through the lens of gender. Among other things, women who get sexually assaulted, family abuses and cultural practices that repress women because of their gender. Create initiatives that would treat gender violence starting with relationship counseling, and education of the youth about gender issues. 
· Stop the trafficking of women and children, a violation of Human Rights declarations established by the United Nations. 
· Guarantee that programs are established to educate women to read and write and to know their rights. 
· Prevent women from being dependent solely on remittances. 
· Legal processes: facilitate residency for migrants in general, but particularly women since they represent a strong link between the nations. 

· Treat female migration in relationship to other familial networks particularly the youth and the old. 

· Facilitate the dialogue between women of different social and economic status. Guarantee participation of women regardless of social or economic status so that their voices can also be heard in the political decisions. 

· Create campaigns that sensitize and educate about gender issues. The reality is gender issues not only affect women but are also a reality for men in turn, affecting society as a whole. 

Youth Leadership 
Context
Youth want to be included and are willing to share their migration experiences, whether they are positive or negative. There is a need to create programs where youth can participate and feel welcomed. Networks and services that help youth should be created and strengthened. For instance, youth violence in migrant communities needs to be prevented, rather than just suppressed, as is current practice. In relation to youth and migration, we have to work for all, to generate the change for all 
There is a tendency to view youth as criminals. During workshops the reality for youth was presented as having the following factors: persecution, violence, lack of recreational facilities that generate positive attitudes, lack of opportunities, lack of orientation and lack of communication with adults. This leads many youth to reach adulthood without goals and feeling disconnected from society.   
Lack of connection with adults, the government and society leads youth turn to media to influence their conduct. It is not migration that produces delinquency, instead violence itself and the unjust system and policies created by the state.

Proposals
· Plan strategies that make youth participants of change, giving them power and responsibility. It is important to work with youth and not just make the decisions for them. 

· Influence youth to have their own perspectives on life; do not create stereotypes for them. 
· The solution for the gang problem needs to emerge from community organizing. It is important to prevent and not just repress. 

· Pressure changes in the migration laws so that legal status could be obtained even with a background of minor offenses. 
· Promote cultural transmission, the culture and language of the home country to generations born in the new country. 

· Promote and strengthen cultural exchange programs especially geared towards children and youth of migrants. 

· Create projects that guide youth in the new country in order for them to be more easily integrated in society. 

· Have workshops that present the reality for youth migrants in the various regions (EU, U.S, Latin American, etc.). Along with this, there should be regional youth Summits. 
Public Policies and Legislation 

Context

The need for policy reform was a theme that came up in many workshops and discussions.  Concerns about the Mexico-US border were raised by many participants. Issues discussed included:  the need for immigration policy reform in the U.S, combating human trafficking, security concerns and violence at the border, and finally ways of guaranteeing the Human Rights of migrants—particularly undocumented migrants. Participants also pointed to the need to enforce the provisions of the International convention on the rights of Migrant Workers and their Families. 
Participants pointed out that the Latino community in the U.S does not have a strong voice in the international policies applied to Latin America, and that needs to change. In general, efforts toward policy reform must re-emphasis the human dimension and create spaces for migrant voices to be heard at decisionmaking tables. 
Proposals:
· Promote immigration laws that are just. The reforms to the immigration laws need to recognize the contributions that migrants make to society both in the sending and receiving countries. 

· Stop or reform laws that criminalize migration
· Promote family unity as a central axis for immigration reform in the U.S. needs to have families as their central and universal axis when making decisions. 

· Reinforce the “Network of Pro-Migrant Latin American legislators” the first step was taken here in the meetings of legislators at the Summit. The work begun here needs to continue in future meetings.
· Speak out and denounce the treatment that Latin American migrants and others would receive in the U.S with the proposed anti-immigrant legislation. Once the declaration is drafted present it to the General Secretary of the UN. Giving the symbolic impact of the actions taken in this continent, the same thing should be done in the EU.

· Reject the construction of fences at the border as an anti-integration policy. Physical and mental barriers  impede migrant participation in civil society.

· Demand that the U.S stop the militarization of its border. Moreover, the Mexican government should do the same in regards to its militarization of the southern border.  

· Migrant organizations should pressure for legal reforms that allow migrants to receive permanent legal status even if they have minor offenses. 

· Create committees for the defense of the Human Rights of migrants. 

· Advocacy to see that migrant trafficking networks are dismantled.

· Demand political and social rights in both the country of residency and home countries. 

· Weave together social networks that are in favor of public policies that benefit migrants. 
· Promote public policies in the home countries that generate development as a way of preventing migration. 

· Organizations should coordinate with the Consulates for long and short-term concrete goals. 

· Generate social policies that cross borders and make them irrelevant.
· Assure that countries sign and ratify international agreements that defend the labor rights, migrant rights, children and women’s rights.

· Demand that states respect public policies and legislations about migrants. All countries should provide basic social services such as health and education to all those who live there. 
